
 

prepared by Barbara Toby Stack, Berkeley, CA 9/18/2018 

Joseph Zvi Hirsch Schlager/Joseph Harry Nelson (Yosef Tzvi ben Avraham Michael)  
b: 15 Aug 1876 in Russia d: 26 Nov 1963 in Portland, Maine 
+Bessie Schiff b: 1883 in Russia d: 16 Nov 1960 in Portland, Maine 
Bessie and Joseph Zvi Hirsch were first cousins 

Joe Chandler, “Dearest Rachel” 
Besides the three original brothers, they had a sister, Malka Simmah, who married a Mordechai 
Schiff, and their daughter Bessie married Yossef Hirsch Nelson, the son of Malka's sister, Rochel 
(Michel Schleger's first wife). His mother was one of the Filler/Robinson sisters and she died in a fire. 

 
Parents 

Avram Michel Nelson (Schlager) b: 1847 
+First Wife Toby's half Sister Rochel Yecht (per Joe Chandler), Rachel Leah Yecht per SS 
Application and probably not Sarah (per death cert) 
 
Mordechai Mendel Schiff 
Malkah Simma Yecht 

 
Children 

Annie b: 15 Apr 1903 in Russia d: 10 May 1987 
     + Morris Stairman b: 1899 Russia d: July 30, 1927; m: 18 Nov 1924 
Isadore  b: April 15, 1905 in Russia 
     +Ila b: c 1912, NY 
Dora b: December 7, 1912 in Portland, Maine d: 19 Oct 1947 
Rose b: February 13, 1916 in Portland, Maine d: 01 Aug 1990 in Portland, Maine 

 
November 24, 1904 Liverpool to NYC SS Baltic 
Joseph Schlegar b: abt 1876, married   Occupation: tailor; Detained 3 days for poor physique 
passage paid by brother-in-law, Abram Cook, 9 Wine [Vine] St, Portland, ME 
 
1909 Portland Directory: junk, 134 Newbury (Max Robinson et al #160); rms. 9 Vine (see Abraham Cook) 
April 23, 1910 Census 25 Union Street, Portland 

Max Selikoffsky  M 50y  
Annie Selikoffsky  F 49y  
Joseph Nelson  M 34y  
Nathan Silverman  M 21y  
Rosa Rubin  F 20y  

 
January 6, 1920 Census 79 Oxford Street, Portland 

Joseph H Nelson 42  
Bessie Nelson 38  
Annie Nelson 16  
Isadore Nelson 15  
Dora Nelson 7  
Rose Nelson 4  
Benjamin Brener 47  

 
April 4, 1930 Census 79 Oxford Street, Portland 

Joseph H Nelson 50  
Besse Nelson 49  
Theodore Nelson 25  
Dora Nelson 17  
Rose Nelson 14  
Annie Stirman [Stairman] 26  
Melvin D Stirman [Stairman] 3  
Mollie Schiff 78  

 



 

prepared by Barbara Toby Stack, Berkeley, CA 9/18/2018 

December 8, 1936 U.S. Social Security Administration Application for Account Number Form SS-5 
Joseph Harry Nelson, 79 Oxford Street, Portland, Maine 
Employer: D. Finkelman & Sons Inc., 153 Commercial Street, Portland, ME 
Birth: Sept. 15, 1876, Lakach, Russia 
Father: Abraham Mitchell Slager; Mother: Ruth Leah Yecht 

 
November 16, 1960 Death Bessie S Nelson (born Schiff) (Batya bat Mordechai Mendel HaCohen) 
Portland, ME  26 Heshvan age at death: 77 yrs. 5mos. lldys. JordonMtCarmel,Me/ CedarsMemPla / 
ShaareyTphilot; mem plaque: Cedars : Board 1 Row 08 Line 23 / Shaarey Tphilot :Bd 1 col 4  
 
November 26, 1963 Death Joseph Hirsh Nelson Portland, ME 11 Kislev 5724  
Mt Carmel / JordonMtCarmel / ShaareyTphilot; memorial plaque: Shaarey Tphilot : bd 1 col 4  



New York, Passenger Lists, 1820-1957 November 26, 1904 
 
Name:  Joseph Schlegar 
Arrival Date: 26 Nov 1904 
Birth Date: abt 1876 
Age: 28 
Gender: Male 
[married] 
[Occupation: tailor] 
[able to read: no; able to write: yes] 
[final destination: Portland, Maine] 
[by whom was passage paid: brother-in-law; Abram Cook, 9 Wine [Vine] St, Portland, ME] 
[Health: Dr. says poor physique] 
Ethnicity/ Nationality: Hebrew 
Port of Departure: Liverpool, England 
Port of Arrival: New York, New York 
Ship Name:  Baltic 
 
[Record of Aliens Held for Special Inquiry] 
[LPC (Likely Public Charge) poor physique] 
[Detained 3 days] 
[BTS: Poor guy! A slim man who kept strict dietary laws, he probably ate little aboard ship, and less in 
detention!] 
 
Source Citation: Year: 1904; Arrival: New York, New York; Microfilm Serial: T715, 1897-1957; 
Microfilm Roll: Roll 0516; Line: 7; Page Number: 56 
Source Information: Ancestry.com. New York, Passenger Lists, 1820-1957 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. 
Original data: Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, New York, 1820-1897. Microfilm 
Publication M237, 675 rolls. NAI: 6256867. Records of the U.S. Customs Service, Record Group 36. 
National Archives at Washington, D.C. 
Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, New York, 1897-1957. Microfilm Publication 
T715, 8892 rolls. NAI: 300346. Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service; National Archives at 
Washington, D.C. 
Supplemental Manifests of Alien Passengers and Crew Members Who Arrived on Vessels at New York, 
New York, Who Were Inspected for Admission, and Related Index, compiled 1887-1952. Microfilm 
Publication A3461, 21 rolls. NAI: 3887372. RG 85, Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
1787-2004; Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service; National Archives, Washington, D.C. 







1910 United States Federal Census April 23, 1910 
 
Name: Joseph Nelson 
Birthplace: Russia  
Relationship to Head of Household:  Boarder 
Residence: Portland Ward 4, 25 Union Street, Cumberland, Maine  
Marital Status: Married   Race : White    Gender: Male  
Immigration Year: 1904  
Father's Birthplace: Russia  
Mother's Birthplace: Russia 
[Occupation: Junk shop] 
Family Number: 120  
Page Number: 8  
Household Gender Age  

Max Selikoffsky  M 50y  
Annie Selikoffsky  F 49y  
Joseph Nelson  M 34y  
Nathan Silverman  M 21y  
Rosa Rubin  F 20y  

 



Joseph Nelson, Boarder in Portland 1910 Census                                                                                        April 23, 1910





Name: Dora Nelson December 7, 1912
Gender: Female
Birth Date: 7 Dec 1912
Birth Place: Portland
Registration Place: [87 1/2 Federal Street] Portland, Cumberland
Father: Joseph
Mother: Bessie [Schiff]
[No. of Child: 5th]

Source Citation: Maine State Archives; Cultural
Building, 84 State House Station, Augusta, ME
04333-0084; 1908-1922 Vital Records; Roll #:40.
Source Information: Ancestry.com. Maine Birth
Records, 1621-1922 [database on-line]. Provo, UT,
USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010.
Original data: Maine Birth Records, 1621-1922.
Augusta, Maine: Maine State Archives.
Description: Contained in this index are Maine
birth records from 1621-1922. They will include
information like child's name, birth date, birth
place, parents' names, etc.   © 2010, The
Generations Network, Inc.



Name: Rosie Nelson February 13, 1916
Gender: Female
Birth Date: 13 Feb 1916
Birth Place: Portland
Registration Place: Portland, Cumberland
Father: Joseph H
Mother: Bessie [Schiff]
[No. of Child: 4th]

Source Citation: Maine State Archives; Cultural
Building, 84 State House Station, Augusta, ME
04333-0084; 1908-1922 Vital Records; Roll #:40.
Source Information: Ancestry.com. Maine Birth
Records, 1621-1922 [database on-line]. Provo, UT,
USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010.
Original data: Maine Birth Records, 1621-1922.
Augusta, Maine: Maine State Archives.
Description: Contained in this index are Maine
birth records from 1621-1922. They will include
information like child's name, birth date, birth
place, parents' names, etc.   © 2010, The
Generations Network, Inc.



1920 United States Federal Census January 6, 1920 
Name: Joseph H Nelson 
Home in 1920: Portland Ward 2, [owner, 79 Oxford Street] Cumberland, Maine  
Age: 42   Estimated birth year: abt 1878   Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Self (Head) 
Spouse's name: Bessie Nelson  
Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Married    Race: White   Sex: Male  
Home owned: Own  
Year of immigration: 1905 
Able to read: Yes  Able to Write: Yes 
[Trade: Peddler, junk] 
Household Members: Name Age  

Joseph H Nelson 42  
Bessie Nelson 38  
Annie Nelson 16  
Isadore Nelson 15  
Dora Nelson 7  
Rose Nelson 4  
Benjamin Brener 47  

 
Name: Bessie Nelson 
Age: 38    Estimated birth year: abt 1882     Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Wife  
Spouse's name: Joseph H Nelson  
Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Married     Race: White    Sex: Female  
Year of immigration: 1912  
Able to read: Yes    Able to Write: Yes 
 
Name: Annie Nelson 
Age: 16    Estimated birth year: abt 1904     Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Daughter  
Father's name: Joseph H Nelson  
Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's name: Bessie Nelson  
Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Single   Race: White    Sex: Female  
Year of immigration: 1912  
Able to read: Yes   Able to Write: Yes  
 
Name: Isadore Nelson 
Age: 15    Estimated birth year: abt 1905   Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Son  
Father's name: Joseph H Nelson  
Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's name: Bessie Nelson  
Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Single   Race: White    Sex: Male  
Year of immigration: 1912  



Able to read: Yes    Able to Write: Yes  
 
Name: Dora Nelson 
Age: 7   Estimated birth year: abt 1913    Birthplace: Maine  
Relation to Head of House: Daughter  
Father's name: Joseph H Nelson  
Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's name: Bessie Nelson  
Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Single  Race: White   Sex: Female  
 
Name: Rose Nelson 
Age: 4   Estimated birth year: abt 1916    Birthplace: Maine  
Relation to Head of House: Daughter  
Father's name: Joseph H Nelson  
Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's name: Bessie Nelson  
Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Single    Race: White   Sex: Female  
 
Name: Benjamin Brener 
Home in 1920: Portland Ward 2, Cumberland, Maine  
Age: 47    Estimated birth year: abt 1873   Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Boarder 
Father's Birth Place: Russia  
Mother's Birth Place: Russia  
Marital Status: Married    Race: White    Sex: Male  
Year of immigration: 1913  
Able to read: No    Able to Write: No  
  
 
Source Citation: Year: 1920;Census Place: Portland Ward 2, Cumberland, Maine; Roll: T625_639; Page: 
11B; Enumeration District: 32; Image: 1011. 
 
Source Information: 
 
Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2010. Images reproduced by FamilySearch. 
Original data: Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm publication T625, 2076 
rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. For 
details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web page: NARA. Note: Enumeration 
Districts 819-839 are on roll 323 (Chicago City). 
 
Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1920 United States Federal Census, the Fourteenth 
Census of the United States. It includes all states and territories, as well as Military and Naval Forces, the 
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, and the Panama Canal Zone. The census provides 
many details about individuals and families including: name, gender, age, birthplace, year of immigration, 
mother tongue, and parents’ birthplaces. In addition, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
linked to actual images of the 1920 Federal Census. 
 
2010, The Generations Network, Inc. 





Joseph H. Nelson, Bessie, Annie, Isadore, Dora, and Rose  in Portland 1920 Census                                                                             January 6, 1920



1930 United States Federal Census April 4, 1930 
 
Name: Joseph H Nelson 
Home in 1930: Portland, [owner, 79 Oxford Street,] Cumberland, Maine 
Age: 50   Estimated birth year: abt 1880   Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Head  
Spouse's name: Besse Nelson  
Race: White 
[Occupation Junk Shop] 
Household Members: Name Age  

Joseph H Nelson 50  
Besse Nelson 49  
Theodore Nelson 25  
Dora Nelson 17  
Rose Nelson 14  
Annie Stirman [Stairman] 26  
Melvin D Stirman [Stairman] 3  
Mollie Schiff 78  

 
Name: Besse Nelson 
[Besse Schiff]   
Age: 49   Estimated birth year: abt 1881  
Relation to Head of House: Wife  
Mother's name: Mollie Schiff  
Spouse's name: Joseph H Nelson  
Race: White  
 
Name: Theodore Nelson 
Age: 25    Estimated birth year: abt 1905  
Relation to Head of House: Daughter  
Father's name: Joseph H Nelson  
Mother's name: Besse Nelson  
Race: White  
  
Name: Dora Nelson 
Age: 17   Estimated birth year: abt 1913  
Relation to Head of House: Daughter  
Father's name: Joseph H Nelson  
Mother's name: Besse Nelson  
Race: White  
  
Name: Rose Nelson 
Age: 14   Estimated birth year: abt 1916  
Relation to Head of House: Daughter  
Father's name: Joseph H Nelson  
Mother's name: Besse Nelson  
Race: White  
 
Name: Annie Stirman 
[Annie Nelson]   
Age: 26   Estimated birth year: abt 1904   Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Daughter  



Father's name: Joseph H Nelson  
Mother's name: Besse Nelson  
Race: White  
 
Name: Melvin D Stirman 
Age: 3   Estimated birth year: abt 1927  
Relation to Head of House: Grandson 
Mother's name: Annie Stirman  
Race: White  
 
Name: Mollie Schiff 
Age: 78   Estimated birth year: abt 1852   Birthplace: Russia  
Relation to Head of House: Mother-in-Law 
Race: White  
  
 
Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Portland, Cumberland, Maine; Roll: 830; Page: 4B; Enumeration 
District: 37; Image: 914.0. 
 
Source Information: 
 
Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2002. 
Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls. 
 
Description: 
Containing records for approximately 123 million Americans, the 1930 United States Federal Census is the 
largest census released to date and is the most recent census available for public access. The census gives us 
a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 1930, and contains information about a household’s family members 
and occupants including: birthplaces, occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military service. The names 
of those listed in the census are linked to actual images of the 1930 Census. 
 
© 2010, The Generations Network, Inc. 
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Joseph H. Nelson, Bessie, Annie & Melvin Stairman, Isadore, Dora, and Rose  in Portland 1930 Census                                                    April 4, 1930



December 8, 1936
U.S. Social Security Administration Application for Account Number Form SS-5
004-10-0060
Joseph Harry Nelson
79 Oxford Street, Portland, Maine
Employer: D. Finkelman & Sons Inc.
153 Commercial Street, Portland, ME
Birth: Sept. 15, 1876; Lakach, Russia
Father’s Full Name: Abraham Mitchell Slager
Mother’s Full Maiden Name: Ruth Leah Yecht



Joseph Hirsh Nelson  Death Certificate No. 6309305     Portland, ME                                 November 26, 1963

Mother’s maiden name: Sarah does not seem correct. Joe Chandler has her as Rochel.



Joseph Hirsh Nelson (Yosef Tzvi ben Avraham Michael) 
Birth: date: 15 Aug 1876  
source: MtCarmelMap & JordonMtCarmel   
Parents:  mother: Sarah Nelson [sic] 
father: Avrom Michael Nelson  
source(s): MtCarmelMap & JordonMtCarmel   
 
Spouse: Bessie S Nelson  
source: MtCarmelMap & JordonMtCarmel   
Regions: Greater Portland   
Death:  place: Portland, ME  
date: November 26, 1963  
hebrew date: 11 Kislev 5724  
death information source(s) : MtCarmelMap / JordonMtCarmel / ShaareyTphilotYarzheit2008  
 
memorial plaque: Shaarey Tphilot : bd 1 col 4  
cemetery: Mt Carmel, plot: 107  
cemetery information source(s) : MtCarmelMap / JordonMtCarmel   
 
 
Bessie S Nelson (born Schiff) (Batya bat Mordechai Mendel HaCohen)            
Birth: date: 1883   
Parents:  mother: Boshe Schiff  
father: Mordecai Schiff  
source(s): JordonMtCarmel   
 
Spouse: Joseph Hirsh Nelson  
source: MtCarmelMap & JordonMtCarmel   
Regions: Greater Portland   
Death:  place: Portland, ME  
date: November 16, 1960  
hebrew date: 26 Heshvan  
age at death: 77 yrs. 5mos. lldys.  
death information source(s) : JordonMtCarmel,MeDeathRecs1960-1997 / CedarsMemPla / 
ShaareyTphilotYarzheit2008  
 
memorial plaque: Cedars : Board 1 Row 08 Line 23 / Shaarey Tphilot :Bd 1 col 4  
cemetery: Mt Carmel, plot: TBD  
cemetery information source(s) : JordonMtCarmel   
 
Family: mother of Dora Nelson   
 related to Ila Nelson   
Lived in : 1960 Portland, ME  
 
 




